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George Thuro 


From: <Dorislef@aol.com> 
To: <donnaspecht@juno.com>; <gthuro@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2000 12:26 PM 


Subject: OCSS's beginning 


Dear Donna, 

I finally got hold of George and talked to him at length and will add to his 

draft a few comments. He did not remember facts about our ski trips. I left 

a message with Judy Sadler who led many ski trips when I did, and I am 
waiting for her return call. Perusing through my journals, I found X-country 

ski trips 

with OCSS as early mentioned in 1977. There may have been earlier ones. I 
also found an entry about my leading a ski trip for OCSS in January 1978, but 
it was not the first one. By then it had become alsmost a way of life to 

meet on Friday nights after work, at 6pm, at the Safeway parking lot on the 
corner of Lincoln and Tustin Ave to board our bus to Mammoth. About this 
particular trip I made a note in my journal that upon our return we found 

that some prankster had removed the gas caps from our cars and thrown them in 
the bushes where we retrieved some. We had a heck of a good time during 
those long drives with plenty of wine, snacks, laughter, songs, and stories. 

| believe that we nearly filled a bus with 45 people every two weeks during 
skiing season. Saturday night dinners together in the lodge were an 
important part of our trips, and breakfasts were also included in the price. 

In the beginning, we often stayed at Ullr Lodge, but later we preferred more 
comfortable accommodations right next to the Mail Lodge. 

Here follows what George already sent to you, followed by a few comments of 
mine: 


George: Here is what I sent to Donna. 
Rev 10-22-00 
Rough draft 10-20-00 


OCSS from the beginning 


Past chairman of the Los Angeles Sierra Singles (LASS), George Thuro worked 
with a small group of selected Sierra Club people to help form the Orange 
County Sierra Singles (OCSS). The first meeting was a potluck at the home of 
Diane Dorrien in Costa Mesa. Diane convinced George that it would be a good 
thing to form a Sierra Singles group in Orange County. There were two known 
singles groups operating in Orange County at the time sponsored independently 
Jay Davis and Jon Petway. They all encouraged the Sierra Club to start a 


singles group in Orange County. 


he LASS sponsored the group and gave money to cover startup cost. 
s reguired by LASS to attend the LASS management meeting each month 
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to report on the progress of OCSS. 


The potlucks were scheduled for the second Monday of each month starting with 
about 50 people. Some of the first people that offered to help were: Doris 
Merrifield Leffingwell, Wanda Frome Guthrie, Dick Campbell, Mike Cooper, Dick 
Eckert, George MacKelvey, Rasjida Mizerak, Lee Crandall, Nancy Davis, Stan 
Turowiski, Eva Lori, Jon Petway, Ron Barnes, and Shirley Black. 


With a lot of persuasion Doris Merrifield Leffingwell was elected to 

chairperson in 1975. She and her committee put OCSS on the map as the largest 
section of the Sierra Club (over 1500 members). Some of the people that 

helped Doris were: Joel Rosevelt, Michael Dodson, Ellen Miller, Shirley 

Black, Dorothy Wells, Deanne Swagle, Barbara Nevelski, Sally Thomas, Barbara 
Robbins Thuro, Dick Stroup, and Paul Miller, John Hunting. Doris and her 
committee were able to get section status in the Sierra Club for OCSS ina 

very short time after she took office. 


Other notable OCSS officers that helped pioneered the way for the group to 
become successful were Allyn Cooksey, Larry Remy, Judy Sadler, and Virgil 
Talbott. 


The first OCSS Orange Peel newsletter was published on June 1976 later to be 
changed to Orange Peal on October 1977. Up to that point George had cranked 
out the newsletter each month on a Sears sprits duplicator. 


In the beginning everyone brought food and there was no charge to attend the 
meetings. The Orange Peel cost $3.50/year or you could get a six month trial 
subscription for $2.00. 


The early meeting place was established at the Harbor Area Girls Club which, 
is gone now but was very close to where OCSS meets today. 


(Someone needs to take it from here) | recommend that Doris Merrifield 

Leffingwell do this if she has time. End of Goerge's comments. 

Doris' (my) additions: I recall that George and I took several trips to 
Hollywood where the LA Sierra Singles met to convince them that we needed our 
own organization because of the geographical distance. 

It was harder to convince the general Orange County section that we wanted 
our own group status. They did not want us to split off from them, but they 
finally agreed and lend us $150 to be repaid within 6 months (We managed to 
pay it back much earlier). With all the activities we offered, including 
numerous ones for single parents with children which | started, our group 
grew in leaps and bounds, and we kept relocating our monthly meetings to ever 
larger banks until we needed as large a hall as we found in the Garden Grove 
Community Center. At that time, in the early and middle eighties, several 
hundreds of us enjoyed a potluck dinner and program every months. Many of us 
were great friends and full of enthusiasm. | dropped out in 1985 when 
remarried. . 

Call me if you think that | might have any more info you want. | will ask 


dy Sadler to get in touch with you also. 
Ca : 08/15/2001 


& 


1 apy w vav 


Hoping that you have an equally exciting time with your Sierra Club friends, 
Doris Merrifield Leffingwell. 


<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"> 
<HEAD> 

<META content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" http-equiv=Content-Type> 
<META content="MSHTML 5.00.3105.105" name-GENERATOR> 
<STYLE></STYLE> 

</HEAD> 


<DIV>Here is what I sent to Donna.</DIV> 
<DIV> </DIV> 
<DIV> 


Rev 10-22-00 
Rough draft 10-20-00 


Dear Donna, 

| finally got hold of George and talked to him at length and will add to his 
draft a few comments. He did not remember facts about our ski trips. I left 

a message with Judy Sadler who led many ski trips when I did, and I am 
waiting for her return call. Perusing through my journals, | found X-country 

ski trips 

with OCSS as early mentioned in 1977. There may have been earlier ones. I 
also found an entry about my leading a ski trip for OCSS in January 1978, but 
it was not the first one. By then it had become alsmost a way of life to 

meet on Friday nights after work, at 6pm, at the Safeway parking lot on the 
corner of Lincoln and Tustin Ave to board our bus to Mammoth. About this 
particular trip I made a note in my journal that upon our return we found 

that some prankster had removed the gas caps from our cars and thrown them in 
the bushes where we retrieved some. We had a heck of a good time during 
those long drives with plenty of wine, snacks, laughter, songs, and stories. 

| believe that we nearly filled a bus with 45 people every two weeks during 
skiing season. Saturday night dinners together in the lodge were an 
important part of our trips, and breakfasts were also included in the price. 

In the beginning, we often stayed at Ullr Lodge, but later we preferred more 
comfortable accommodations right next to the Mail Lodge. 

Here follows what George already sent to you, followed by a few comments of 


mine: 
OCSS from the beginning 


Past chairman of the Los Angeles Sierra Singles (LASS), George Thuro worked 
with a small group of selected Sierra Club people to help form the Orange 


County 
Sierra Singles (OCSS). The first meeting was a potluck at the home of Diane 


Dorrien in Costa Mesa. Diane convinced George that it would be a good thing 


to 
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form a Sierra Singles group in Orange County. There were two known singles 

Ins operating in Orange County at the time sponsored independently Jay 
avis 

and Jon Petway. They all encouraged the Sierra Club to start a singles group 

in 

Orange County. 


Originally the LASS sponsored the group and gave money to cover startup cost. 
George was required by LASS to attend the LASS management meeting each month 
to 

report on the progress of OCSS. 


The potlucks were scheduled for the second Monday of each month starting with 
about 50 people. Some of the first people that offered to help were: Doris 
Merrifield Leffingwell, Wanda Frome Guthrie, Dick Campbell, Mike Cooper, Dick 
Eckert, George MacKelvey, Rasjida Mizerak, Lee Crandall, Nancy Davis, Stan 
Turowiski, Eva Lori, Jon Petway, Ron Barnes, and Shirley Black. 


With a lot of persuasion Doris Merrifield Leffingwell was elected to 

chairperson in 1975. She and her committee put OCSS on the map as the largest 
section of the Sierra Club (over 1500 members). Some of the people that 

helped 

Doris were: Joel Rosevelt, Michael Dodson, Ellen Miller, Shirley Black, 

Dorothy 

Wells, Deanne Swagle, Barbara Nevelski, Sally Thomas, Barbara Robbins Thuro, 
Dick Stroup, and Paul Miller, John Hunting. Doris and her committee were able 
to 

get section status in the Sierra Club for OCSS in a very short time after she 


took office. 


Other notable OCSS officers that helped pioneered the way for the group to 
become successful were Allyn Cooksey, Larry Remy, Judy Sadler, and Virgil 
Talbott. 


The first OCSS Orange Peel newsletter was published on June 1976 later to be 
changed to Orange Peal on October 1977. Up to that point George had cranked 


out 
the newsletter each month on a Sears sprits duplicator. 


In the beginning everyone brought food and there was no charge to attend the 
meetings. The Orange Peel cost $3.50/year or you could get a six month trial 
subscription for $2.00. 


The early meeting place was established at the Harbor Area Girls Club which, 
is gone now but was very close to where OCSS meets today. 


(Someone needs to take it from here) I recommend that Doris Merrifield 
Leffingwell do this if she has time.</DIV> 


08/15/2001 





Charlotte Clarke, 03:31 PM 6/18/98 , So. Sierran article 


\ 


X-Sender: charlott@mail.oneimage.com (Unverified) 
Date: Thu, 18 Jun 1998 15:31:48 -0600 

To: g.thuro@worldnet.att.net 

From: Charlotte Clarke <charlott@imageline.com> 
Subject: So. Sierran article 


Hi George. I'm not feeling very creative, but I did rough out something 
for you. Why don't you embellish it and we co-author. Or you can just 
rewrite it and leave me out altogether, that way you can say whatever you 
like without my interference! 


Anyway, this seems to be the best I can do. Hope it helps. 


Orange County Sierra Singles held a reunion at Harwood Lodge June 6 & 7. 
Previous chairpersons and board members were encouraged to attend to 
celebrate 24 years of existence. 


About 26 people attended. Founding Chairpersons Doris 
Merrifield-Leffingwell and George Thuro were especially entertaining with 
stories of OCSS beginnings and growing pains as well as triumphs. 1987 
Chair Charlotte Clarke drove all the way from central Colordado with her 
4-footed friend Nelson, and shared stories of joyful living at 9000' in the 
Rockies. Owen Maloy drove down from Mammoth Mountain with his Irish wit, 
enjoyed by all. 


Participants began arriving Saturday. Former chair Judy Sadler was 

recovering from a leg fracture and was joined in lawn chairs by numerous 

former board members, including Chuck Buck, Tom Ludwig, Joan Autry, Mary 

Morgenstern, mervyn Seldon, Dave Daniels, Gene Clinger, Marian Lockwood and 

Larry Remy. Many foto albums were passed around and laughter was abundant. 
Sunny weather made this a perfect beginning to an active weekend. 


Hikers who wanted to work off lunch went up to nearby San Antonio Falls, 
which is running beautifully this year. The roar as you approached the 
head of the canyon was audible for some distance away, increasing the 
anticipation of the plunging waters. No one was disappointed and many in 
the party couldn't resist the temptation to climb down to the river and dip 
a foot or finger into the crystal flow. 


Saturday night potluck was large and delicious. Main dishes ranged from 
the simple to the elegant, but the comaraderie took first place. Some late 
arrivals, including Virgil Talbot (who had been working up at Grace Valley 
on the OCSS facility there) enjoyed trading yarns and getting reacquainted. 
After dinner, Chuck Buck brought sing-a-long materials and was accompanied 
on his guitar by Doris Merrifield on her recorder. This was followed by 
reminisces by George Thuro and introductions of past board members that 
were in attendance. A warm, friendly evening in a beautiful lodge could 


not have been more entertaining. 


Sunday's weather was cloudy and surreal images of peaks and trees came and 
went throughout the day. After breakfast, some said goodbye. Other ae 
diehards hiked all the way up to the Baldy Notch, returning to help finish 


cleaning and closing up the lodge. 


Many happy memories followed us as we drove down the mountain. 


Elwood/Susan Berry, 12:40 AM 5/14/98 , Orange County Reunion 


To: g.thuro@worldnet.att.net 
Ñ Subject: Orange County Reunion 
X-Juno-Line-Breaks: 0-1, 4-5, 9-10, 13-23, 25-26, 30-39 
From: e berry@juno.com (Elwood/Susan Berry) 
Date: Thu, 14 May 1998 00:40:10 EDT 


George: 


Hy I rec'd your Orange County Reunion the other day. What a great idea. 
I think we are only coming up for Saturday only. It's my mother's 
birthday that weekend also. 


I rec'd a call from Connie Connelly, in Arizona. She looking forward to 
coming. Connie would like to know if some of the old members are coming, 
or is it just some of local members of the OCSC. This is long trip for 
Connie. 


I have notice that you are missing the Aubel address, see address below. 
Also, I have a recent address for Richard Little also. I don't have 
Nancy Kenny address, but she moved out of the area last year. 


Mr. & Mrs. Lee Aubel 
710 Camino Caballo 
Nipomo, CA 93444 


Mr. & Mrs. Richard Little (Chris) 
P.O. Box 2648 

Atascadero, CA 93423-2648 

Ph: 805-466-1642 voice/T.D.D. 


It has been about 5 years since we have seen Richard Little. They might 
have moved, but this the recent address we have. 


Please reply about the members. I tried to contact Mervyn, but she was 
not home tonight. I know it hard to reach me, lately I have been 
working 6am to Spm. etc. I need to call Connie C. back, so she can sign 


up. 


i 


Hope to see you in June. 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


Elwood & Susan Berry 

In Sunny Placentia, CA 92870 
e-mail: e berry@juno.com 
Phone: 714-528-3046. 





You don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail. 
Get completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www.juno.com 
Or call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866] 





Printed for George Thuro <g.thuro@worldnet.att.net> 


av 


Charlotte Clarke, 01:38 PM 5/16/98 , Harwood Reunion 
art otte Clarke, 01:38 PM 5/16/98 , Harwood Reunion —ć— —čć —ć —| 


X-Sender: charlott@mail.oneimage.com (Unverified) 
Date: Sat, 16 May 1998 13:38:07 -0600 

To: g.thuro@worldnet.att.net 

From: Charlotte Clarke <charlott@imageline.com> 
Subject: Harwood Reunion 


Hi George! 


I can't resist seeing so many long-time friends, so I am mailing a check to 
Mervyn today. Hope I can make it. Hope I don't melt crossing 1000 miles 
of desert.... 


I'll try to rustle up a few slides. It's been four years since I've used 
any of them. I'm enjoying life at 9000". I walk or ski in the forest 
every morning for exercise. I've solo'd all the 10th Mountain huts either 
on skis or backpack. I'm doing really well at real estate - I specialize 
in getting locals out of rent traps and into little condos. I'm one of the 
top realtors in the county right now - lots of little deals. I've made 
money helping people and I like it! 


Right now I'm building my dream home in the woods on the edge of town. I 

just love living here with nothing but mountain peaks around. You should 

seriously consider Colorado if you want to maintain an active life style - 
and of course the photo ops are endless! 


I have a guest room that hardly ever gets used. It's open any time you'd 
like to visit and check out this county. I've sold condos to some former 
California people now living in Boulder, etc. They're very pleased. 


I was able to buy two places with my California equity...even though this 
is a growing resort community (like Mammoth 20 years ago). 


Anyway, it was good to hear from you. Look forward to seeing you at 
Harwood. I'll bring you some pictures of real estate. Rental market is 
good here if you want to consider a purchase... 


Charlotte Clarke 


Printed for George Thuro <g.thuro@worldnet.att.net> 





X-Sender: yonder@ctaz.com 
Date: wed, 13 May 1998 19:56:30 -0700 
To: g.thuro@worldnet.att.net 
From: Bronsart <yondertctaz.com> 
Subject: Leader list 





I have received your invitation for the reunion on June 6th ع‎ 7th. I did 
not receive the list of invited leaders. Please mail me the list at: 
Connie Connolly 

2361 Clarke Place 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 


or e-mail me the list at: 
yonder@ctaz.com or 
rttaz@ctaz.com 


上 will be attending the reunion and will be bringing a pot luck. 1 will be 
Staying overnight. I will put a check in the mail tomorrow. 


Thanks in advance, 
Connie Connolly 
(520) 505-3405 


Vent 






DONDE sd for George Thuro <g.thuro@worldnet.att.net> 


aa a = 
————— 


To: Karikent <Karikent@aol.com> 
^ From: George Thuro <q.thuro@worldnet.att.net> 
: Subject: Re: Reunion list 

ce 

Bcc: 


Kari, the reunion was not advertised as an event with children. If your children are 
thirteen or older they will be welcome and would pay the sam as an adult. We would love to 
have you folks come to the reunion. 


Thanks for the correction for your address and thanks for the other addresses. 


The program is structured around visiting and recognition of members that have given their 
time to making the OC Sierra Singles a great group. No plans to push any particular 
conservation issues or events. These are best handled at the regular meetings by people 
working on the committees. Glad to hear you are still involved with the little hikers. Keep 
in touch and hope to see you at the reunion. 

Thanks, 

George Thuro 


At 09:08 PM 5/9/98 EDT, you wrote: 

>You have an incorrect current address for us. Any prior mailings you 
>have mailed to us were not received by us, but by our tennants. Rod 
>happened to be there today when their mail arrived and so we got your 
>latest mailing. 


>Rod and I were leaders with the 20s & 30s and thought that we could 
>provide you with other names and addresses of 20's & 30's leaders from 
>the past. T have nore addresses of folks who live out of town/state or 
>people I know wouldn't be available for this reunion. 

> 


>Jan Nemmert & Scott Weitzman 
>9621 Port Clyde 

١ >Huntington Beach, 92646 
> 


>Ed Reyes & Debbie Renne 
>26121 Talega Avenue 
>Laguna Hills, 92653 

> 

>April Stilson 

>18341 Tarkstone Circle 
>Huntington Beach, 92646 
> 

>Sam & Stephanie Lewson 
>5991 Littlefield 
>Huntington Beach 92648 
> 

>Don & Sue Gunn 

>1388 Ramsgate Drive 
»Corona, 91719 

» 

»John & Mary Romine 
>4362 Manzanita 

»Irvine, 92604 

» 

»Jim Pope & Julianne Elliott 
244330 Camino Azul 

»La Quinta, 92253 

» 

>Gwen Dunning 

>3615 Film Ave #21 

>Long Beach, 90807 


2 7 
>You made no mention of whether children could attend in this latest 


We could possiblv just come up for the dav as we have two small 


>flver. as 1 

>(well-behaved) children, but not sure of any restrictions. We are active 
) >with the "Little Hikers" now. 

> 


Printed for George Thuro <g.thuro@worldnet.att.net> 


] >Also. are vou going to do any "Sierra Club- ish" aq 

>example inform about the new Orange County Office? j ] > 
>conservation? Just wondering. à 

> 

>Hope this helps. Oh, change our address... 

> 

>Rod & Kari Kent 

>17941 Whitford Lane 

>Huntinaton Beach, 92649 

S4 B40 9 

>KariKent@AOL.com 








> 





May 31, 1998 
Greetings to our dear friends in OCSS: 


Near the end of 1991, Larry Shapiro and 1 moved north with two cars, one VW van, and one 
airplane, which we managed in two trips. Our belongings from two households followed us and 
included a ton or more of books. Now well settled in our Sebastopol home, we enjoy Sonoma 
County very much, including, of course, their excellent wines. 


Luckily a local hiking group rescued us from too much slothful, lazy living. Now Wednesday is 
again the best day of the week as we roam coast paths, Point Reyes trails (Marin County, but 
close enough) and our local mountain areas. Though new friends have become dear, none can 
replace those we left behind, especially our hiking and backpacking buddies. Are you still doing 
the beginning backpack class? Those really were the good old days. 


To our surprise and delight, Sebastopol and environs abound in excellent music concerts. Three 
chamber music groups and a superb symphony in Santa Rosa keep our week-ends filled. Our 
conductor also commutes to Los Angeles to conduct their Chamber Orchestra, so some of you 
may have heard of Jeffrey Kahane. We are not too busy for friends, though, and we were pleased 
to see Mary and Lee Aubel, who visited us enroute south from making a family circuit. 


We will always hold a soft spot in our hearts for our friends, for our good times, and for OCSS 
because we met at one of the your activities -- a discussion group at Alice Forney's house. Does 
anyone hear from her now that she lives in the San Diego area? She devoted a great part of 
herself to our (your) organization, as have all of you attending the Reunion. 


If anyone takes Ice House Canyon up the saddle, or makes it up to Mt. Baldy Himself, pretend 
we're both hiking just behind you. That's where we'd like to be. 








Sincerely, 
a 0 
C z uno, 
pra Happy trails, 
= GA Mo & \ 
La € pa Vie e qomo. C Om 
LS&e pend 
Carolyn Parker Doran 
7475 Calder Avenue 


Sebastopol, California 95472 
(707) 823-5247 


人 





Carolyn Parker Doran 








7475 Calder Avenue 
Sebastopol, California 95472 
(707) 823-5247 


5-15-98 


George Thuro 
1165 Boise Way 
Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626 


Dear George, 


Thank you so much for all the hard work you did preparing for an OCSS 
Reunion, June 6-7 1998 at Harwood. You put in many hours preparing and 
planning this reunion. You all should have a wonderful time. I'm sorry to 
say | will be unable to attend, but I'll be thinking of you on those days. 


l'm sending along a few pictures and the following will possibly trigger 
memories for some people. 


My first trip with OCSS was in 1978 on a backpack on Catalina Island. | 
remember two things: One, having very sore feet and two, eating an hors 
d'oeuvre of smoked trout as we sat around a campfire at the beach. 


In 1979 | remember learning to cross country ski at Frazer Park and later 
skiing at Keller. 


1982 | went to Havasupi with OCSS and remember the beautiful 
waterfalls and skinny dipping. When we reached level ground | remember 
dancing over to the juke box (I couldn't walk my legs were so tired) to buy 
a freshly made brownie and I remember hiking and coming out on a horse 
cuz my knees wouldn't work properly anymore. They're ok now, I was just 
not in good shape then. 


1983-1985 There were many trips to Keller Ski Hut. Once for a 
workparty, we covered mattresses and pillows with brightly colored new 
material. At another workparty we cleaned everything in the basement 
and cellar. | celebrated Thanksgiving at Keller and a Christmas or two, 
and did a lot of cross country skiing. Keller was my home away from 
home. 


Some Thanksgivings were spent at Claire Tappaan and we all had many an 
adventure at Camp Norris. | remember a canoe trip on the Stanislaus 
River, and a Point Sal backpack. What fun we had!!! 


1986 ! went to Copper Canyon with OCSS. That's an experience I'll never 
forget. The white knuckle trip down in a small bus around hairpin curves, 
the beauty of the mountains, dancing one night with the Indians, watching 
the colorfully dressed Indians as they walked to Easter services, taking 
note of the cooking facilities in the caves some of the Indians lived in. 
Buying Indian made baskets at Divisidaro. and "oh", I almost forgot the 
open-air train ride over the many bridges and through the many tunnels to 
get there. What a trip!!! 


1987 | remember a number of Mammoth Mountain Ski Trips, especially 
the one where | overskied my ability and broke my leg (my own darn fault) 
and lay on the ice for two hours before the ski patrol brought me out on a 
sled. 

| also remember being billed $7.50 for the use of a bed pan once | finally 
reached the hospital. 


| cooked for quite a few ski trips and remember eating sandwiches on the 
bus and the pounds of party mix | made for the happy hours at both 
Mammoth and Claire Tappaan. 


1988 Keller celebrated her 50th birthday. All the past chairs were there 
(see picture) and this was the year that Doris Merrifield married Harry 
Leffingwell (see picture). This was the year | met Frank Ryan. Meeting 
Frank was almost the end of 0655 for me. ! was Chair for OCSS, very 
briefly, in 1988 and married Frank early in 1990. 


1998 I no longer sleep in bunk beds, carry my bed on my back, sleep in a 
tent, bicycle in foreign countries, ride in the coal car of a train, cook for 
bus trips, do a step turn on cross country skis but | still have fun. 


I've traded the above for trips to Ireland, France and Monte Carlo, skis and 
bicycles for rental cars, tents for the Hilton, Meridien and Palmer House. | 
would'nt trade my OCSS years for anything, but circumstances do change. 

| hope you all have a great reunion, I'll be thinking of you and the fun you'll 
have reminiscing and listening to each other snore. 


Cynthia Daly Ryan 





S7/IblGg 


Deav. cm Û ile مك‎ o 
ae ev a VR urn. 

oz AL SKA ™ 
(QAO. Nx? Ooy \houne ın Fae 
Reo. (lb mi.tven eal 
fee Mien c E O cv hauc 
nava Oc op to Aa 

SO, oc 30 atve oon Stade 
| GN, | vor, Wwole + Cooles 
Nan me 9^ atas uw dn f 


NS atom / S ost 


Baley — 


Scot Baden /ws td ow 

Wolle Su her. ot An hov age Carly 
Mayu Lou de Fo Lae G Eagle 
Peur in Ra odio. Chu gad Grate fou 


M et Ya. 


Wee eva rail Real Ua Lo min dit 
Lou Ovv toot doo v An CE Nas À 
He oc Wiking (Sommer, 


Ve a y 





Kon n 


2 


K Cy g J 7% 
/ 


/ 


VPE 


gf 7 727 





-e gn O 
Larry [Joris RN | Cy i 





p | 779 ^ 
AT PETRA 
CUD) | mpm 网 

D 

(1 


N nu 207. MA 
ner; AREE / ] J / Pal £ 
"E: AE a IPD yl و‎ meg a / / 7 
7 Le Y 


mr. 






















71 borge, and Cremorne, a 一 | 
khata mee ideal 4 grea ar = — a” 
With ag ea group in a great place. 3 At T4 
mes'h we taal Le wich Yow. Woutd Mart 
4 qe go Mang fan ager” He heot 


util I Sly od Slur Jun?“ 
PO... 1.2725 DU 4 
| \ He m hath sit, travel Ay moli: krmi, 58 


a Fand I lake ome pant ip er moii 
FE nd, ne Dard Stm anata, Fe 


LADY Y ds | 
| luas re — y AUU | 







SS 


A dect ab Hawtin, and PE OL] au Ad 9 
y weli be chiite, TM om D AA =- Y 
dary aultıdlı aur 130 punriticas]: © ER | 
PON ymu ual vhs hase le make À >= 














| Go] 5141 0t pornguaquos osy "uvaa2tg 
unogmos 201 fo pavog 721401173 241 

uo syts oym a2492 wiry YIL 2108 
ur poiiodou pur oquodavy 2uuro[ 9 


uzim 242m (oss sigs fo suosio] 





09923385 SU rpunosa1 
ع‎ uone1g>]>9 ayı dupeui 107 UosueH 
|Ssmy 12250240 pue omyj, 221025 
Jouue[d umidoid pme ug 
‘astuonealasar 'Siwo'] gog IziueZio 
‘uorunas SHUEUI s>J3ui TÇ 
| 'soj8uig eni jo ann} 
pue ised رباد‎ Isto) ol ou3rdureyp pur 
ayeoasaayo Áq poxOo[j0] (popne] 212 
‘youn; Aepunc pur Jouuip Aepanieg 
10] syoos ased iu»soid pur 23m) 
wj owed Jgouui(] moy dde 
¡ysspuom e Quipiaosd 10j asnejdde 
Jo punos e p2412221 YINOWÁSA 
Mo] pue aambnog tgjW 
‘swaod ندعم‎ 
pue sanois pjoi 12NJEM AD pue sal 
‚4009 payeq 200g preyory 'sduos 
Baas Bues Maau emy “duo; 
-eduis 11045 ع‎ pa sro} 20] 00 
e u! S1232| 241 pojiduico pue sâur 
-19218 111105 01 puonv JUP|NO) oym 
‘sroquiow ased paomuos pry osje 
2H "sapi[S pue 521113310 pjo jo sumgje 
E. IP se v» 206 = 
|-e|SAA2U Suon2as 243 JO sado) Aiea 
i urduuq Aq weıdond ayı our mau 
-uitijiu2 pur ÁOISIY 340m ony j 
j'sontnsoj puaxoo« ot 2uun(] 
'sojâuis 
“emos Aq papuny 51230010 ay) Jo 0 





> AAA 


21e sp2q xunq Mau $2dpo] >u [ 'Âepos 
SIUDAD pue sonJed yIOM YIM ANIL 
2g 0) MUNUO) pue a2uuor) 
23po7 poomiryy Âj oui powsoy 
sıaquaw Sol3au elas Aueyy 





"epo si ì 121121 2JgPMOJuroo pue 

1ejndod 243 38p07 poomuepy Sureur 

yum so[durg eag pə kur 
'€Z61 


ui 01012235 E 3uiuo>og 50110 


ayı puryeq 2219) BuiAup 2t 2124 
SANÇ UO(] PUE swyg gog 3 
se PaAlos put weisosd uorunoi 0 
ay pauuejd oyw 'omyg 221025 
pue 3ususo] Ary Aq Powmolioj 


"e8po1 poomieH Je judy ul 521060102 uoiunau yog ,SaBBuIS eueis Jo yed sem exiu Áepuns y 


S319NIS V883IS/SIMI1 808 





"euo isi S20HIUUIOD 2p se SIEIÁ 


2914) POAISS powyryy | "8961 
Yep ui wwo SABUIS 5 
e Jo uoneuiiog ?四 YM Ueda lz 由 
2043s JO SIPPDIP IYI uo 12421 
ده‎ Apjeg 1UNOJA uo »3po| ayı 18 D249 
-qır3 sı2pe5| uan pur ised pue 


. SISQUISW 2211111111105 quswodeuryy 


12430 ÇG pue smeuo w30} SUN 

„MOUS JO sayed pue 
Ays anlq “me usajp qua 'mynnzog 
isní sem Aepuns ayıy ou] '»[dood 
MIU OUIOS PW pur Sade] Jeijej 
295 01 poo3 sem 11, “pres nnzzaq 


297 „PUM Áa E sem 2], 


“61-81 judy useq 
puaga e YIM Jea 中 0E sir poieig 


-322 sug einig se Áed ذه‎ peo 
Ageyeısıuun sem pao ou pue 
‘28p07 poowuep] sem 23804 ay] 
"uonei1qo[22 
seunsuuy7) e 1101] م530‎ iay? jo sam 
-Jid 31eys pue dn uie» o1 2111101172 
UIoJMON] ur Áo[JeA sser wos 
p2[pAe11 pour, jirg pue uwy LE 
` e Joy se Surgoeo-so 
se aam ieu) suua Surgsep-audi] 
pur saxof {lm aureo UNO] YULION 
‘wo pue Sop sıy 3uoje aysnoig 
oy ‘anuru Ise] oy: 12 po[p2ugo 5 
19d sı ydnoyı ua puy 'stpuour 
um ou spuads oy 212M “zuy 
‘uonoun( ayedy ela vjsepy uro 
ادوم‎ ey IYI WED 242:42 WI] 





I, 


2361511 eyy pue 
oyusdızy ouueof Ag 


| 520لا‎ pooMJeH YUM 9Uu03s9Jlul 1894-0S SyIeW Sal8SUIS 82/13! 


SNOILVSN3S YVINONIS 





UDIJSIS UJSyinos sul 


sDuiino 


8661 SUNT 8 





ab 





/ 



































" A “Sierra Singles 





You Have To Walk Fast 
To Keep Up With Them 


By PATRICIA REID 


Evening Ouilook Stoff Writer 


For a lot of working people 
last Friday was euphorically 
toasted vale traditional T.G.LF. 
celebrations. Many typical Fri- 
day-after-work celebrators 
catapulted themselves from the 
office straight into the nearest 
pub where Happy Hour partying 
reigned supreme. 

For about 100 singles, 
however, Friday after work was 
spent bundling up for an in- 
vigorating (to say the least) 
walk(?) on Santa Monica beach. 

Beginning about A one 
could observe a steady stream 
of cars rolling into the parking 
lot north of Santa MonicaPier as 
men and women gathered for a 
Sierra Singles Friday night 
walk/cook-out. Leftover 
beachers stared in bewilder- 
ment at the group—wondering if 
it was "some kind of demon- 
stration.” 

Armin Kaufstein of Mar 
Vista, a leader and one of the 
originators of the beach walks, 
said the walks usually attract 
about 100 people (ages 21-50) 
and 50 or so the rest of the year. 

“The only requirements are 
21 years of age and good physi- 
cal condition,” he said. 

The walks are listed in the 
Angeles Chapter Sierra Club 
schedule (warmly nicknamed 
the “bible”) and take place 
about twice a month in the 
beach area. Once-a-month Santa 
Monica-Palisades walks are 
held with cook-outs at Inspira- 
tion Point in Palisades Park. 
The other walk goes from the 
Santa Monica Pier towards 
Venice Pier and back and in- 
cludes a buy-your-own dinner 
stop in Venice on the way. 

Men and women of all ages, 
shapes, Sizes and conditions 
show up. They came arrayed 
Friday in every possible get-up, 
but jeans were the number one 
choice of both men and women. 


There were old shirts 
(especially embroidered Bi 
Macs), plaid wool shirts an 
windbreakers. (The write-up 
calls for ‘‘tennis shoes and light 
colored clothing." ) 

A real variety of foot attire 
could be spotted, too—‘‘Died-in- 
the-wool Sierra Clubbers don't 
go anywhere without lug sole 
boots," Kaufstein said. Some 
wore beach thongs and some 
came barefooted while many 
shed sandy, wave-drenched ten- 
nies along the way 

Walkers poured in from 
nearly every part of LA Coun- 
ty—some came from as far east 
as Arcadia (and possibly 
further), others were from San 
Fernando Valley, Orange Coun- 
ty or southern beach cities. 

John Cruger-Hansen of Santa 
Monica, Dick Bean of Playa Del 
Rey and several other leaders 
busily filtered through the cro- 
wd to collect ‘‘dinner dollars”— 
those that paid (almost every- 
one did) got to wear a kelly 
green clothespin which entitled 
him or her to the hamburger 
cookout. Other leaders passed 
around ‘‘sign-up’’ sheets (a 
regular Sierra Club tactic to get 
phone numbers?). 

Just about sunset (approx- 
imately 7:40 p.m.) the 100-mem- 
ber group set out. led by 
naturalist Dick Strandberg of 
West Los Angeles and trail 
swept by Fadil Mehmed and 
Jack Wong. (Leaders wore iden- 
tifying yellow and green 
stickers.) 

Simultaneously Kaufstein, 
Crugar-Hansen and Bean (the 
cook) set off for a Santa Monica 
market armed with dinner dol- 
lars to do the shopping and then 
to hurry back to Inspiration 
Point to start cooking before the 
hungry walkers arrived. 

Beach “walk” is a misnomer 
for this rapid-paced hike. 
There’s no leisurely enjoyment 
of the ocean view once the 






walk/hike begins . . . leaders 
maintain a 2 pace of fast 
walking usually near the 
shoreline where the hard-pack- 
ed sand makes it easier. Usually 
the group splits into front and 
rear smaller groups. Some 
show-off, super-physical-fitness 
types jog along while the rest 
walk. 

“Oh, it’s just a Sierra Club 
hike,” Strandberg said more 
than once to curious spectators 
who wondered about the large, 
forward-moving group. 

Kaufstein pointed out that 


Turn To Page 18 Column 3 
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[hey're off and walking from Santa Monica Pier during Sierra Singles walk/cook-out. 
(Evening Outlook Photos by Doug Andrews) 





Some 100 men and women made the trek which ended at top of Palisades Park. 
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ri WSierra Club L.A. Chapter has 
p wn by leaps and bounds, ac- 
rding to George Thuro, a past 

= hairperson and currently a 
hember of 
committee. 

The singles group grew out of 
a need for activities enabling 
single members to meet other 
singles, he explained. 

“Starting up a Sierra Singles 
newsletter provided a way we 
could talk to our people,” he 
said. Initially 150 persons were 
on the newsletter mailing list — 
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tee and scheduling of regular 
monthly meetings helpe get 
the group organized, Thuro said. 


“Until the general meetings 
We never knew who we were,” 
he said. 


. General meetings, open to any 
Single person over age 21, are 
held the fourth Wednesday of 
every month at Westchester 
Woman's Club, 8020 Alverstone 
St., Westchester. 

"There are always a lot of 





^ 


Toni Frank, editor 
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gry hikers wait in line. 


“rent chal 









1 Tson, ‚Fromm 100. 
200 singles attend these meet- 
ings which feature slide shows 
of various club outings or talks 
by members. 


‚The official purpose of Sierra 
Singles is: “To explore the 
mountains, deserts and 
seashores; to encourage the 
conservation of our natural 
resources and preservation of 
our regions of historic, scien- 
titic and scenic beauty, and to 
encourage public interest in 
protecting our environment.” 


The organization offers a wide 
variety of relatively easy out- 
ings by foot, bike, car, bus, boat, 
plane, as well as activities such 
as cooking out, skiing. ice skat- 
ing, folk dancing, sailing, volley- 
ball playing, and conservation 
letter writing. Reservations for 
individual trips must be made ìn 
advance with the leaders. 

Activities are listed in the 
Angeles Chapter Sierra Club 
schedule along with events of all 
other sections of the chapter. 
Nonmembers may subscribe to 
schedules by sending $4.20 (for a 
year) to Schedule, c/o Sierra 
Club, 2410 Beverly Blvd., LA 
90057. Single copies are also 
available. A six-month subscrip- 
tion to ‘‘Sole Talk," the Sierra 
Singles newsletter is $2 and can 
be obtained from Wanda Frome, 
1201 E. Fairhaven Ave., 12-E, 
Santa Ana, 92701. 

Participants don’t have to be 
members of the Sierra Club in 
order to enjoy Sierra Singles 
outings, although they are en- 
couraged to join. 

Thuro said bicycling is the 
most popular event and that the 
group has about 60 per cent 
women and 40 per cent men. The 
majority of participants have 
been married before. Activities 
for children are also planned 
and a new Orange County group 
of about 40 participants has just 
begun. 

huro said an additional 500 
persons participate in outings 
who aren't on the mailing list 
and so total membership is pro- 
bably about 1,000. 

Bob De Wolf, vice chairperson 
of Sierra Singles, has conducted 
beginning backpacking courses 
in íhe beach area and another in 


South Pasadena for the past two _ 


ears. These are very well at- 
ended and many singles learn 
the Joys of backpacking for the 
first time. Three conditioning 
hikes are scheduled in the 
spring followed by a beginning 
backpack excursion somewhere 
in the Sierra. : 

Al! Sierra Club leaders are 
volunteers, and must follow and 
enforce strict safety and conser- 
vation regulations. Sierra 
Singles finances are derived 
solely from profits made from 
outings. 
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ROUGH DRAFT 
LA SIERRA SINGLES -history 


Joe Masters, Fadil Mehmed, Angie Stockemer, Lou Hill, Evelyn Martin, Bob Gates were enjoying an open 
weekend at Harwood Lodge when Joe Masters suggested that the Sierra Club have a Singles Section. The 
six agreed to meet at Evelyn Martin’s house to discuss the matter. This meeting resulted into agreeing to 
have their first steering committee meeting at Harwood and Fadil agreed to be the cook. When it came time 
to elect a person to head up the group, Fadil was elected because he was such a good cook. A business plan 
was prepared and presented to the Angeles Chapter Excom committee and they agreed to give it a try. 


Sierra Singles became a committee of the Excom in 1968. 

Fadi] Mehmed served as committee chair, 1968 thru 1970. 
Ray Toensing, served as committee chair, 1971 thru 1972. 
George Thuro, served as committee chair, 1973 


The first meeting under the direction of George Thuro was held at the Los Angeles Federal Savings 
Building on February 16, 1973. The first Sierra Singles newsletter was published on March 1973. The 
management committee consisted of chair, George Thuro; vice chair, Don Stivers; assistant vice chair, Bob 
DeWolf; secretary , Ruth (Freas) Shani; recording secretary, Betty Morr; Angela treasurer , Stockemer,; 
assistant treasurer, Jan Moore; Armin Kaufstein, activities |; assistant activities 1, Ardeth Huntington; , 
activities 2, Velma Mitchell; assistant activities 2, Daphne Sturrock and newsletter editor, Kathy Teberg. 
Sample activities from the first newsletter are: Fadil Mehmed and Don Stivers leading a Henninger Flats 
Moonlight Hike, Bob Bessom leading International Folk Dancing, George Thurlow and Velma Mitchell 
leading a Bus Ski Trip to Mammoth, Bob Ripley and John Tenero leading a Palos Verde's Moonlight Hike, 
Jan Hinkston leading a Walk in the Santa Susanas Mountains, George MacKelvey and Angela Stockemer, 
leading Ice Skating , Armin Kaufstein and Ruth (Freas) Shani, leading a Bicycle Ride, Bob DeWolf and 
Don Stivers leading a Huntington Library Bike Ride. The April 1973 issue of the newsletter published the 
suggested names of the newsletter. They were: Out-Adore, Single Jingle, Chattamount, Singles Shingle, 
Sierran Singulars, Single Signals, Vibram Beat, The Singles Source, The Beaten Path, Sierra Singles 
Pulse, Singles Sierran, Unbound, One-Over Infinity, Notable Events, Coalescence, Schwartzchild, 
Particular Events, Singular Events, Singles Schmingles, The Singles Caravan. Bob DeWolf's entry, 
SOLE TALK, won first place. 


With the diligent help of Don Steivers, the general membership ratified the By-Laws at the June 1973 
meeting. Don introduced his staff as follows: Bruce Collier, “headquarters advisor,” Bob DeWolf, “the 
legal beagle,” Phyllis (Mays) Snyder, “hostess with the mostest,” Jan Moore, “superb typing," Fadil 
Mehmed, “advice and comfort,” Angie Stockemer, “sharp and to the point,” George Thurlow, “authoring 
most of the wording,” George Thuro, “daring to disagree when it was agreeable,” John Zlatic, “always 
there when needed.” 


George Thurlow-- 1974 
Armin Kaufstein--1975 
Don Steivers--1976 
Wanda (Frome) Guthrie-- 1977 
Ruth Worley-- 1978, 1979 
Reg Allen--1980 

Robert Georgeon— 198 1 
Joan Haynes—1982 
Gerry Dunie— 1983 

Bob Lewis—1984 

Ab Ezekiel—1985 
Dorothy McCorkle— 1986 


Jim Labor—1987 E 

Richard Booth 1988, 1989 

Bill Hobbs—1990 “一 HALL 
Teri (Gerrity) Jones 1991 E 
Doby 1992 | ————- 
Richard Booth —1993, 1994 

Bridget O'Sullivan—1995 

Betty Snow—1996,1997 

Newton Bernstein-- 1998 


REUNION 1998 Harwood Lodge 

A few letters and phone calls were received by George Thuro from people who could not make it to the 
reunion. If you would like to get in contact with the following people, please call George Thuro at 714-557- 
3874 to get their mailing address or their e-Mail address: 

George Thurlow, Velma Mitchell, Bruce Collier, George MacKelvey, Angela Stockemer, Doby Hall, Reg 
Allen, Dorothy (Beck) McInnis, Doug Hough 
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April 13, 1998 





Thanks for your e-mail the chance to bring our old friends up to date 


| used to say the Sierra Club changed my life. I went from a shiftless bum to a bum who hiked, 
biked and skied Most of our best and enduring friendships are those made directly from the 
Sierra Club (and the Canyon Explorers Club) 


After I became “de-singled” in 1983 by marrying Dorothy, I became less active in the Sierra 
Singles. However, many of our friends were and are still active in the Sierra Singles. 


In 199] Dorothy and I moved to Canada (Dorothy is a Canadian citizen) We now live in Cobble 
Hill, a small community about a 45 minute drive north of the City of Victoria. In a way it's the 
best of all worlds for us in the sense of being in and near the great outdoors but less than an hours 
drive from the very beautiful and interesting City of Victoria. For those who might not Know, we 
do live on an island, albeit a very large one Therefore, it's a ferry or boat ride or airline flight to 
get to and from the island 


Our house overlooks the ocean and Saltspring Island in the foreground. Further away are the 
Saanich Peninsula, the San Juan Islands, and on any one of our many clear days, the glacier-clad 
Mt. Baker This time of year Bald Eagles are quite common, a changing wildlife scene takes 
place throughout the year. If the Bald Eagles wander too far north into Indian Reserve territory 
they stand a very good chance of being shot 


So, with all this good stuff around us we do not travel as much as when we lived in Southern 
California. However, we do manage at least one “major” trip per year plus as many other smaller 
trips! We feel like. The local Sierra Club has an active outings program, but most events are on the 
weekends. Incidently, the photos are from an Elderhostel we attended near Portage La Prairie, 
Manitoba. 


So, as they say in hockey-crazy Canda: 


KEEP YOUR STICK ON THE ICE 


John and Dorothy Tenero 


